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POLITICAL. 


Tue Lawrence Gazette.of the 13th September (received 
| on the 17th idem) says that no act of 
a wise man is useless, although the su- 
perficial observers may not perceive its use. The people are 
of opinion that the Afghan war has been entirely useless, 
because, although it involved great loss of men and money, 
the Government has restored Kabul toa new Amir. But 


Afghan affairs. 


they are mistaken. The war has been advantageous in 


several ways. First, the Afghans have been convinced of the 
superior military strength of the British power. Secondly, 
the large quantity of military stores, ammunition, &., which 
the Afghans have been able. to. collect with our aid, and of 
which they were very proud, has been destroyed. Thirdly, 
the danger of Russian intrignes. has been removed, at least 
for the present. Fourthly, our ‘North-West frontier has 
been rectified and extended to Kandahar. This benefit alone 
counterbalances all losses the war entailed upon us. Ayub 
Khan defeated General ‘Barrows at Khushk 

laid siege to ‘Kandahar. Genera Roberts has ‘compelled 
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Ayub Khan to raise the siege, defeated and dispersed his 
army, and retrieved British honour. In our opinion the 
Government should order General Roberts to march at once 


to Herat and occupy it. It is an important strategic place, 
and its annexation renee. ital on several grounds. 


British army will have to. be kept at Randahes | in 2 to 
prevent him from attacking it. Even if a strong army. is 
maintained there, there will always be danger of the outbréak 
of a rebellion among the Kandaharis through his intrigues. 
But the annexation of Herat would remove all apprehensions. 
Secondly, we could satisfactorily watch the proceedings of 
the Russians in Central Asia from Herat. Merv; where 
the Russians are at present engaged in war with the Tekke 
Turkomans, is said to be only eight days’ march from Herat. 
Thirdly, the occupation of Herat would make us immediate 
neighbours of Persia, and consequently strengthen our 
friendly relations with that power, Fourthly, trade between 
Central Asia and India would be much encouraged, espe- 
cially if the Kandahar railway were extended to Herat. _ 


Circulation, The Dabdaba- i- Qaisri (Bareilly) of the 18th September 


a publishes a communicated article in 
=“ regard to Afghan affairs. The writer 

states that the British troops have evacuated Kabul and a new 

Amir has been placed on the throne, but it would be a mistake 

to imagine that the war has ended. It will be remembered 

that the object of the war was first declared to be to establish 

British influence at Kabul, because the Russians were 

making steady progress in Central Asia. Lord Beaconsfield 

declared in Parliament that the object of the war was only to 

secure the North-west frontier. What has been the result 

of the Afghan policy of the late ‘Governnient? Exactly 

the reverse of what was anticipated. Our Kabul ‘embassy — 

was massacred, and a second expedition was sent: under 

General Roberts to avenge the massacre. When General 
Roberts reached Kabul, a reign of terror was est. 
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there for some time. Many innocent persons were hanged, 
while the guilty escaped scot-free. The Afghans still 
continued to hatass our troops, and we therefore resolved 
to take permauent possession of Kabul. We paid large bribes 
to Afghan sirdars and employed many spies: but in vain. 
All our schemes failed. On this we intended to make over 
the sovereignty of Afghanistan to some Afghan sirdar who 
would agree to our terms, and with this object we. entered 
into negotiations with Abdul Rahman Khan. Our negoti- 
ations were successful. Abdul Rahman Khan came to Kabul 
and ascended the throne. It is difficult to say whether he 
looks upon the throne as a gift from us, or whether he consi- 
ders that we have bestowed it upon him through fear. When he 
ascended the throne, we congratulated ourselves on having 
settled the Afghan difficulty, and thought of withdrawing our 
troops from Kabul to India. Butalas! our joy proved transi- 
tory. We suffered a severe reverse at Khushk-i-Nakhud, and 
our whole programme was upset. General Roberts, instead 
of returning to India, had to go to Kandahar to relieve the 
Kandahar garrison and drive away Ayub Khan. He accom- 
plished his long and difficult journey in one month. Soon 
after his arrival at Kandahar he attacked Ayub Khan, cap- 
tured thirty of his guns, and dispersed his whole army. Ayub 
Khan himself fled to Herat. There is no doubt that success 
attends British arms wherever they go. But it is to be regretted 
that the settlement of the Afghan difficulty appears to be as dis- 
tant as ever. The Afghans are such a barbarous people that 
the severe punishment we have inflicted upon them does not 
appear to have had the least effect vpon thein. The scene of 
action has now changed from Kabul to Kandahar. It is diffi- 
cult to realise when the Government will be able to settle 
the affairs of Kandahar. We extravagantly spent our 
money on the war and thousands of cur, men perished: byt 
in vain. None of our objeets has been attained. Our rela- 
tions with Afghanistan have not been improred. On the 
‘Contrary: they. have. become worse. We have neither succeeded 
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in establishing an embassy at Kabul, nor have we been 
able to take a guarantee from the Amir that he will 
receive no Russian mission at his capital, nor have we 
succeeded in establishing Kandahar as an independent 
principality. On the contrary, we have suffered four very 
severe reverses which will never be forgotten, viz, (1) the 


rebuff of Sir Neville Chamberlain’s mission at Ali Masjid ; (2) 


the massacre of our Kabul embassy-; (3) the defeat of our 
troops on the 17th December, 1879, near Kabul, and the siege 
of Sherpur by Muhammad Jan ; and (4) the Khushk-i-Nakhud 
disaster. It is not wise to prolong the war. We should 
endeavour to get out of this imbroglio as soon as possible. 


The Akhbdr-i-Am of the 8th September states that the 
Government had the following objects 
in declaring war against Afghanis- 
tan :—(1) To show that the British power was strong enough 
to compel Afghanistan to accede to its wishes. (2) To show 
that nothing is so beneficial as the friendship of the British 
power, and nothing so dangerous as the enmity of that 
power. (3) To avenge the massacre of the Kabul embassy. 
(4) To establish a British Resident at Kabul. (5) To’ oc- 
cupy all those passes which are considered the gates. of 
India. (6) To impress the Afghans with an idea of the 


power of England, and then to enter into a friendly treaty 
with them. 


The same. 


In the issue of the 15th September the writer tries to 
point out that none of these objects has been attained, As 
soon as the British troops left Kabul, the Kabulis congratu- 
lated themselves on the fact that the Kayjirs” had evacuated 
the town and began to harass those people who had shown 
friendship towards us. This clearly shows that the Afghans 
have not been impressed with an idea of our power. They 
do not fear us, but they hate us and look down upon us with 
contempt. When our friends in Kabul are being embarrassed 
in a variety of ways and our enemies are enjoying freedom 
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and power, we have obviously not been able to prove that no- 

thing is so useful as our friendship and nothing so dangerous as 

ourenmity. We have not been able to punish those who com- 

mitted the outrage on our embassy. On the contrary, they 

are being invested with power and their dignity is being in- 

creased by the new Amir. The Government has felt obliged 

to give up its intention of establishing a British Resident at the 

Afghan capital. We do not think that we have obtained our 

fifth object. It is simply inconceivable whywe have evacuated 

Afghanistan without conclading a treaty with the new 

Amir. What is the difference between the Afghanistan 

of to-day and the Afghanistan of two years ago? The 

whole country 1s as independent now as it was before. The 

only difference is that formerly the Afghans feared us, 
but now they do not fear us. It is to be regretted that 

we bestowed gifts and presents upon the Afghan sirdars, 
and used money where we should have used the sword. 
They, being a barbarous people, could not appreciate our 

generosity and magnanimity. They thought that we were 
paying them bribes and considered us to be weak und 
timid. There is no doubt that our Afghan policy has been 
a complete failure, and therefore we must quietly bear the 
taunts of the whole world. The Government should be more 
careful in future. It should do nothing until it has consulted 
the public. We have pointed out the mistakes of the Govern- 
ment from time to time since the commencement of the war, and 
showed what was the right policy. But the Panjab Govern- 
ment seems to have misunderstood our writings. It hitherto 
took 325 copies of our paper for schools, but it has now stop- 
ped its subscription: (The Mitra Vilas, which is printed at the 
same press as the Akhbdr-{-Am, also complains of the stop- 
page of the Government aid to the latter.) 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 20th September platen that, as 
Ayub Khan has lost his prestige by 
the defeat’ which he has sustained, it 
is difficult to expect that the Heratis will receive him as their 


Herat, 


A 


ruler on his return to Herat. In these circumstances the 
Government should annex Herat. If it is not deemed expe- 
dient to annex it, the Government should ask Persia to occupy 
it. If Persia refuses our offer, we should allow Abdul 
Rahman Khan to take possession of it. | 


Pp The Nur A ſahdn (Ludhiana) of the 16th September states 
that the Government has appointed 
Abdul Rahman Khan Amir of Kabul 
and withdrawn all its troops from Kabul. No treaty has 
been concluded with the new Amir, but he has been promised 
aid in the event of an emergency. There is no doubt that 
the Afghans have heen impressed with an idea of the power 
of the Government, but no substantial benefit has yet been 
obtained from the war in return of the loss of men and money 
involved. The best policy would be to annex Kandahar to 
British territories. We could easily watch the affairs at Kabul 
and Herat from Kandahar and prevent Russian intrigues. 
Moreover, the annexation of Kandahar would greatly encour- 
age trade between Central Asia and India. 


Kandahar. 


NATIVE STATES. 


Circulation, The Koh-i-Neir (Lahore) of the 18th September says that 
oo it appears from the Civil and Military 
Gazette of the 10th idem that the 
Nawab of Bahawalpur has lately committed an act which has 
grieved the hearts of all his Hindu subjects. Our cantem- 
porary states that he let loose a tiger upon a cow in his mena- 
gerie, and remarks that he should remember that the Hindus 
revere the cow just as he does the Quran, and that therefore 
he should immediately confess his mistake and endeavour to 
conciliate them. We entirely concur in the sentiments 
expressed by our contemporary. It is to be regretted that, ) 
although he has received an English education, he has not 
learnt the policy of religious toleration from the English Gov- 
ernment. We have heard from our correspondent that the 
Hindas are not allowed to sound the shell in Bahawalpur; ; 


Bahawalpur. 
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that when a cow belonging to a Hindu becomes ill, he has to 
make her over to some Musalmans in order that they may 
kill her and eat her flesh, &c. Weare not sure to what extent 
these complaints are true. However, it is obvious that the 
Hindus do not possess fall religious liberty in Bahawalpur. 
The Nawab has received a good education and should exer- 
cise a policy of perfect toleration. If at one time he builds 
new Muhammadan mosques and repairs the old ones, another 
time he should repair the Hindu temples. Look at the Ma- 
haraja of Kashmir. He not only repairs the Hindu temples, 
but also sometimes contributes money to masjids and churches. 
It appears from the Rahbar-t-Hind of the 14th September 
that the repair of the Jama-i-Masjid in Kashmir has been 
commenced under the supervision of Mir Hasan Shah. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 23rd September expresses deep 
regret at the death of the Maharaja of 
Jaipur, and praises him for his gene- 
rosity, humility, and loyalty to the paramount power. He 
was an enlightened prince and a friend of learning. He 
established a college and a school of art at Jaipur. He pro- 
vided Jaipur with gas lights, supplied it with water, and 
did everything to beautify it. He was appointed a member 
of the Viceroy’s Legislative Council and invested with the 
insignia of the Order of the Star of India. He was appointed 
a member of the Baroda commission which was established to 
enquire into the case of theex-Gaekwar. In honour of the Impe- 
rial Assemblage held at Delhi on the Ist of January, 1877, 
the Government increased his salute from 19 to 21 guns and 


bestowed upon him the title of Councillor. of the Empress of 
India. | 


The Maharaja of Jaipur. 


GENERAL. ADMINISTRATION. : 
The Kavi Vachan Sudha of the 13th September (received 


The admission of natives 


to the higher ranks the. 
public service. 8 


Government looks upon the Nati ves 


and E uropeans with an eye of qua- 
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a Circulation, 
on the 19th idem) urges that, as the 3 2 
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lity, it should admit natives to the higher ranks of the public 
service. | 


The *Lahore Gazette of the 13th September (received on 


The text-books preserib- the 22nd idem) expresses its concur. 
ed for the high proficiency rence with the correspondent of the 
examination in Urdu. E eas 

Anjuman-i- Fanjab in thinking that the 
text-books fixed for the high proficiency examination in 
Urdu and Hindi for Europeans are not very good. The 
writer urges that Lieutenant-Colonel. Holroyd's Urdu Reader 
should be substituted in the place of the Bagh-o-Bahar, and 
that the candidates for the honour examination in Urdu 
should be required to read Mirza Galib’s Urdu-i-Mu'tla and 
the L d=i- Hindi. 


Circulation, The Jaipur Gazette of the 15th September makes the 

1 The salt required for cur- following remarks in regard to the 
ing hides. - hardship experienced by the people in 
Rajputana from want of the sAari salt which they require 
for curing hides :— 


“Some time ago we prominently noticed the difficulty 
which the poor ryots of Rajputana labored under for want 
of khari for curing hides of which they make their charus 
for drawing water from the well. Hides are more used 
in this part of the country than in any other part of India, 
where there is a prejudice apainst all leather vessels, out of 
which no one will drink water. Before the suppression of 
all salt works under the recent arrangement, there was no 
lack of khari in this part of the country; but it is a thing 
which, although it can be produced in the fallow lands next 
to every ryot’s field, has become scarce for him. Mr. Halsey, 
we see, in his recent report drew the attention of the Govern- 
ment to the importance of good khari for ouring hides, and 
pointed out that hides, to be cured properly, „ must be done 


This paper has lately been started. ‘It is printed al rana oth 
name press as the Panjak Punch. 
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with pure khari, and if dressed with impure things they 
rot in the vessels. The difficulty of getting Kari free from 
salt has led to the extensive use of arsenic, which is a most 


dangerous substance in the hands of the low class of people 


who collect hides, as they find it an effectual means of poison- 


ing cattle for the sake of their hides. Mr. Halsey, we are 


told, is trying to provide a sufficient supply of khariin the 
North-Western Provinces, so as to obviate the use of arsenic ; 
but what will the poor rvots of Rajputana do? Where are 
they to get their supplies from?“ 


A correspondent of the Anjuman-i- Panjab of the 17th Sep- 
tember, writing from Farukhnagar, 
Gurgaon, complains that many men 
perished from sickness in Farukhnagar last year. There is 
no hakim or vaid there, and the native doctor who was in 
charge of the charitable dispensary there was an inexperi- 
enced man. Many of those patients who placed themselves 
under his treatment died. He has lately been transferred to 
some other place, but the new man who has come in his place 
is worse than he. His pay is only Rs. 15 a month, and from 
this it is obvious that he must have hitherto been a com- 
pounder in some hospital. 


Farukhnagar, Gurgaon. 


European families also live there. The Government should 


place the dispensary under the charge of an experienced’ 


assistant-surgeon. Moreover, the writer urges that the prin- 
cipal roads in Farukhnagar should be n and some 
gutters sbould be constructed. 


Farukhnagar is no small town. 
Its population is about ten thousand men, and two or three 
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The Panjab-i-Akhbdr of the 18th September urges that Circulation, 


the Government should reduce post- 
age on newspapers in order to encour- 
age their circulation, because they spread civilization among 
the people. It should be observed that there are some papers 
whose price is only one quarter of an anna per copy, while 
the rate of postage is half an anna fier copy. 5 


Postage on newspapers. 


275 copies. 
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